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as best he could himself, and there was nothing for
it but to build on in faith. Luckily it had got
about that he was rich, and so the Orphan House
went up on his credit and trifling subscriptions
from the society. Eventually he did become
rich, " unawares " as he said, by the sale of his
books ; but at this early time it really seemed that
it was only by the grace of God that the building
went up at all.

Usually the societies met in private houses, or
rented buildings, which were occupied by the lay
preachers, who now formed a considerable band.
They were, it need hardly be said, chosen by
Wesley himself, who exacted from them promises
of unquestioning obedience ; they were to go
where he wanted them to, and when he wanted ;
he might dismiss them when he wished. No
preacher was allowed to remain long in the same
circuit - they were all itinerant preachers within
that circuit, as the Wesleys were over the whole
country - for a man would be apt to lose his fire,
would go dead, if there were not something new
constantly to be dared and done. And the excite-
ment must never be allowed to cool to dimness,
for the Methodist movement fed on excitement :
the singing, the night watches, the spectacular
conversions, trances, demoniac possessions, the
thrice-yearly love-feasts (though materially of only
cake and water), the fervid emotional appeal and
the searching examinations, all contributed to
keep the movement at an exalted tension. Wesley
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